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ships instead of by Judicial decisions. Peace, to be per- 
manent, must be anchored upon the rock of law and 
made secure by international agreeinents. Neither the 
arbitrary will of rulers nor the intrigues of statesmen, 
nor even popular passions, must ever be permitted to 
break with it. Even a conspiracy of several govern- 
ments to "crush" a rival, such as was the cause of the 
present war, will avail nothing when once the cursed 
words "military preparedness" are eliminated from the 
lexicon of human institutions. 

Military preparedness as a means of preserving the 
peace is an exploded theory. This is one of the greatest 
lessons of the present war. We pacifists have always 
said so ; but the fact, let us hope, has now been brought 
home to the mind of even the simplest citizens the world 
over. The experiment has been tried by all nations, our 
own included, for two thousand years, with the sole 
result that it has filled the world with horrors, misery, 
bloodshed; and war. Armed peace has been but latent 
war, almost as costly as actual war ; and war was merely 
a continuation of the kind of peace under which the 
human family has chafed as veritable beasts of burden. 
Is it not time, therefore, that we join hands with our 
brethren across the ocean for the purpose of demanding, 
at the end of the present war, that another remedy be 
tried to preserve the peace of the future? And what 
is this remedy? It is the simplest thing in the world, 
and if the people, with the horrors of this war still 
fresh in their minds, would rise in their might to de- 
mand it, it would be granted to them in spite of all the 



Security Leagues and Naval Leagues and Ammunition 
Rings, and in spite of the great financial interests which 
profit alike from a continued serfdom of the people, and 
the prevailing system of "might over right." If an- 
other council of nations would assemble at The Hague 
and resolve on disarmament and on the perfection of 
the necessary legal machinery to settle controversies be- 
tween them, the world would be relieved from its most 
terrible scourge. 

I am still of the opinion that the central European 
powers, as the victors of the war, wiU rise to their golden 
opportunity and prove by the terms of peace which they 
will dictate that the preservation of the peace which was 
the main motive of their alliance will be the prime ob- 
ject of their future ; but if they should disappoint us in 
this, then the peace-loving people of all the nations of 
the world should unite in the demand for this great re- 
form. It is the psychological moment to do it, for Eu- 
rope is exhausted and America is threatened, as never 
before, with the same militarism which has cursed and 
bathed in blood nearly all the nations of the old world. 

I hail the Chicago convention as an earnest begin- 
ning, an intelligent inception of this great work on the 
part of those who hitherto had not realized this to be, 
to use yoiir own language, "the mightiest problem of 
the world." 

Wishing you success, I am, 
Respectfully yours. 



(Signed) 



Richard Babtholdt. 



THE MEDICAL BROTHERHOOD FOR THE FURTHERANCE 

OF INTERNATIONAL MORALITY 



THE present horrible war among civilized nations has 
brought out impressively certain sad facts: that 
although there are civilized individual nations, we are 
still very far from having a civilized humanity — there is 
an abyss between intranational and wiemational moral- 
ity; that, no matter how cultured and enlightened na- 
tions may be, they still settle their international differ- 
ences by brute force, by maiming and killing their adver- 
saries; and, finally, that the present high development 
of science and invention in individual nations only serves 
to make the results of this war more destructive than 
any other in history. 

The war has demonstrated, however, one encouraging 
fa«t, namely, that among all the sciences and professions, 
the medical sciences and medical practice occupy an 
almost unique relationship to warfare, and that among 
all the citizens of a country at war, medical men and 
women occupy a peculiar and distinctive position. 

No discovery in medical science has been utilized for 
the purpose of destroying or harming the enemy. Med- 
ical men in each of the warring countries are as coura- 
geous, as patriotic, as any other citizens, and are aa ready 
to die or to be crippled for life in the service of their 
country as any other class of their fellow countrymen. 
Their services, however, consist in ministering to the sick 
and to the injured and in attending to the sanitary 



needs. Furthermore, they often risk their lives by ven- 
turing into the firing line to bring the injured to places 
of safety and to attend to their immediate needs. In 
these heroic and humanitarian acts friend and foe are 
treated alike. Finally, the majority of the members of 
the medical profession and of the medical journals of 
the neutral as well as of the warring countries abstain 
from public utterances that might be grossly offensive to 
any of the belligerent nations. 

These facts — this advanced moral position in interna- 
tional relations which medicine and its followers are 
permitted to occupy in all civilized nations — ought to be 
brought to the full consciousness of the men and women 
engaged in the medical sciences or in medical practice. 
Such a realization could not fail to have an elevating 
influence upon the medical profession itself, and would 
probably exert a favorable influence upon the develop- 
ment of international morality in general. 

At the dawn of history medical men were frequently 
also the exponents of philosophy and morals. In the 
middle ages, when knowledge became specialized, medical 
men more and more devoted their activity exclusively to 
medical practice. Because of its inefficiency at that time 
medicine lost its prfestige. In recent times, however, 
medicine is becoming an effective science ; one marvelous 
discovery has followed another, and the efficiency of med- 
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ical practice has been rapidly increasing. Medicine 
makes habitable to man hitiierto nninhabifeible parts of 
the world. It prevents disease; and, with increasing 
theoretical and practical efficiency, medicine is learning 
to alleviate and cure disease and injuries. Medical 
sciences and medical men have steadily risen in the 
esteem of civilized mankind. May not the medical 
sciences and medical men lecome again the standard 
bearers of morality, especially of international morals? 

To accomplish these objects it is proposed to organize 
as large and effective an association as may be possible 
of men and women engaged in the medical sciences or in 
medical practice. 

It is obvious that such a brotherhood could not exer- 
cise an important influence at once. But our modest 
expectation for prompt results should not prevent us 
from attempting now to take the first step in the right 
direction. Many important results have often had small 
beginnings. 

A committee of physicians and medical investigators 
request you herewith to eriroll as amemher,and to declare 
your willingness to endorse and support the moral 
standard which the medical profession generally upholds 
when called upon to perform its patriotic duties in inter- 
national strife. 

It should be expressly understood that it is not the 
object of the proposed brotherhood to influence the feel- 
ings and views of any one regarding the problems in- 
volved in the present war. It is desired merely to bring 
to the full consciousness of the members of the medical 



profession the exceptional moral position which all civil- 
ized nations, even while at war, permit and expect medi- 
cal men to occupy, at least so long as they remain in the 
medical profession and act in this capacity. This con- 
sciousness cannot fail to elevate the moral standards of 
physicians. Furthermore, after the close of the present 
war the brotherhood could without doubt facilitate the 
reunion of the members of the medical profession of all 
the nations which are now at war and increase good feel- 
ing among them. A humanitarian body such as this 
proposed brotherhood, if already in existence and ready 
for service, might and could be of the greatest usefulness 
in many ways. 

Signed : 

President: Db. S. J. Meltzee, Member Eocke- 
feller Institute, 

Vice-Presidents: De. Eufus Cole, Director 
Eockefeller Hospital; De. S. Josephine 
BakEe, Director, Bureau of Child Hygiene, 
N. Y. Dept. of Health, 

First Secretary: De. Wm. J. Gies, Professor of 
Biological Chemistry, Columbia University, 

Second Secretary: Dk. Haelow Bkooks, Profes- 
sor of Clinical Medicine, N. Y. University and 
Bellevue Hospital Medical College, 

Treasurer: De. Eobeet T. Moeeis, Professor of 
Surgei-y, Post Graduate Medical School, ISTew 
York City, 

Executive Committee. 



JOINING THE ISSUE 



Controversy over a fact, affirmed by one side and denied 
by another, Is known In law as an "issue." Taking up the 
two sides respectively is called- "joining the issue." A great 
need of the peace movement In the argument with its oppo- 
nents Is first to "join the issue." With this aim in view this 
department was started in August, and it is hoped that many 
of our readers will be stirred to add their wisdom to this 
process of "joining the issue." Any intelligent contribution 
to the problem, if not too long, will be welcomed. — ^The 
Bditoe. 

An Open Letter to Theodore Eoosevelt 

The vigor and sinceriiy with which you have recently 
pressed tiie cause of military preparedness and have con- 
demned pacifists as mollycoddles demand a reply. 

In branding the motives of the pacifists as cowardly 
you are less generous than the pacifists themselves. They 
concede your sincerity. They, too, uphold the ideal of 
heroism and self-sacrifice which endure suffering and 
meet death for righteousness, justice, and honor. But 
they condemn the method of warfare as a means to at- 
tain these ends, because the act that renders warfare 
effective is not the sacrifice of one's self, but the killing 
or maiming of others; because the war spirit with its 
inevitable elements of ill-will, revenge, and hate cannot 
further the highest ideals of our Christian civilization. 
On the other hand, the true pacifists do not advocate 
mere passive non-resistance. They sound the call to the 
heroism of an aggressive, self-sacrificing, unrelenting 
good-will, which will endure suffering or death, not to 



kill or maim an enemy, but to overcome with good the 
evil that is in him. The method is not based upon mere 
impracticable sentiment. It has proved supremely 
effective. 

Jesus of ISTazareth founded a kingdom upon love, and, 
rather than maintain his cause by violence, died forgiv- 
ing His enemies. In the uplift of mankind what soldier 
has surpassed Him ? Seventeen centuries ago the spirit 
of the early Christians was victorious despite the crudest 
persecution by the Eoman Empire. 

The great need of our country today is leaders to fire 
us with the same victorious spirit, to inspire us with the 
same high heroism; Young men and women will give 
their lives for this service as courageously as ever men 
went forth to battle. They await the summons from the 
men of vision and influence in our nation. It may lead 
to martyrdom, but it will lead to victory. 
Sismed : 



Henet J. Cadbtjet. 
J. Passmoee Elkinton. 
Edwaed W. Evans. 
M. Albeet Linton. 



Alfred G. Scattergood. 
Francis E. Tayloe. 
l. hollingswoeth wood. 
Stanley E. Yaenall. 



Philadelphia, September 3, 1915. 
From, A Soldier 

If there is anything worse or more to be regretted 
than war I have no knowledge of its existence. Some 



